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+ . Town May Fund Fourth -
Selectman says town should
pay for parade.

As Appeared in Duxbury Reporter. Wednesday.
July 13,1994, written by Rob Keane, MPG Newspapers

Duxbury=This years Fourth of July parade had over 135
sponsars, bt next year all of Duxburys Fagrayers e k) b
footing the bill :

Selectmen chairman Margaret Kearney hapes to spon-
sor an article at: next years town meeting that will have the
town pay the tab for the 1ggs Fourth o july parade.

Keamey’s sussestion is hardly new-the town paid for the:
parade up until 1080, when tough economic: times, trans-
formed the parade: into one nuinly sunported by dona-
tions. ’

“When the funding was taken away, v were in very bad
ecconomic times,” said kearney. “But we're in better shape
now. and | think (the town) can sfford it

Kearney saicl although the article seouh Fput the burden
on the taxpayers. it would be fair.

"I think the parade is a town tradition. enjoyed by many
of the citizens,” she said. “Cveryone in Duxbury appreciates
it and} looks forward torit every year”

Kearney said shes unsure how much the: paracks would
cost “only pennies per taxpayer.”

One taxpayer who would be happy to pay extrain taxes
for the parade is Brian Connelly, chaimyn of the 1993 &
1994 July Fourth planning commitecs.

“Itt would be great if the parade was sponsored by the
tonwn,” he said. “This year, people in the committee spent
8o percent of their time fundraising an 220 percent: plan-
ning the parade — it can get boring,”
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Comnelly s e commitiees goal For this years parade
was $10,000, and it was all needed.

"Paradkss don'tjust: happen.” he saic). “The bands cost:
$1,000 to §1:200, a0 we: save aut $1,600 in prizes this year”

Currently, the town does technically suppeort: the
parade through the police budget. Each year, police details
For the parade costs about: $3,000, which selectmen
include in the police departments budset.

In Kesneys opmion, te paracle committee is busy _
enough organizing the parac: without wonying about o
Lo ny for it. )

" commitbee has a gisantic task.” she said. “They
have: to orsanize the parade and find bands to perform,
They shouldit have: to also try and fund the parade.”

Kenarney saicahe has not: discussed the iden with the
other selectmen or town ninager Roceo Lon i‘y‘,( ),

Sedectmen Friend Weiler saidd he would like to see alter-
nate: funding come into the parade, but not necessarily
from the town.

| think gioing o bosen meeting to try and get: the town
to pay For the parade is a st resort,” he said. T theres a
sroundswell of aectivity from the community. and they
want to pay for (the | wracke), I'm not going to ardue with
them, but 1d fike: to rise: the money outside of town meet-
in('.‘,." .

Weiler proposed putting an optional check-c W box on
the real estate tax Forms For voluntary donations as a possi-
ble solution.

Connelly said town support for the paradk: wont neces-
sarily stop the committees fundraising. “The more money
you have, the better the parade will be.” he said.
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